L

LA

jig

_JoSef Joffe

@ OMETHING funny Hab
Sl bened on the way down

- helped to ¢

22 COMMENT AND Al

The British

bacillus

Helmut Kohi remains
d red-hot Maastricht
man but his eiectorate 5
ardour i cooling

from Maastricht: Ger-
many, once the motor of Buro
pefan integration, suddenly

- looks like a continental versmn

of ¢ Britain. Helmut Kohi,

chancellor, is still pushing th,e
European message with vigolr
and verve, But his electoraié

seéms to hate been infected by-

the Hritish baciflds. This, &t
le t. is what the h'mst m:ént
op%a%n poll is

spol bréd'-tiy seven Elfolean

. neéwspapers;” the Jevel of antl
* Eot¥peatiism in Germaiy.was’

vir{ually identical with thé

Britiéh fevel. The key questof], |
the 12 EU
cournitried, wad thist “Do  yéit |

posed o samples n

favour a moré integrated
Europé a3 envisaged under
. Maastricht ot a looser arrahge
metu between ihdependetit

.natioh states?”

The British came out way
ahead on the “looser arranige:
ment” $ide, with 61" per cent
The Dangs, who rejected Maag-
tricht in their first réferendur;
also favour a looser arrange
ment by 61 per cent. The Ger.

E‘ﬁropé ide s{nﬁiéi'ﬁﬁ-
| Hion was tailor-madé for a half-

"] how often it
clashes af intérests, *

mans won't gel a prize . from:

Jacques Delors, either: 58 per
cent of east Germans and 62 of
wast Germans want to go the

Thatéhetite route. Only g third:

of the German sample wants to
rally around . the Maastricht
flag: In terms of opinjon, Brit-
ajn and Germayy aré now in
the same boat. Docs this com-

radeshipsn-$pirjt make @n;

Anzlo-German axis? Hard.y

To begin with, Kohl is the last
of the red-hot Buropeans. ile
the Masastricht
treaty, and with good reason.
Sensing the changing tectonles

of Blfobean - polities in the,

aftermath of reunificdtion, hé

was eaget to fashion a frante | s
work that would oufldst Him

and 'sifelyeritbed the gn:athr
Germany Ji & sturdy European
frimework, -

Bilt for ‘Kohl, Ewope I not
just a device for clampihg down
Germdany in order to' keep It
froti tarrilng iate a {oose can-
non.: Kohl Geebly believes in the
idea of Bitrope, And gince fie

looks wiill-positioried to.win the

hits German.y\.

the, chill, factor, That s some-
thing psychdlogists wilght Waht
to ponder. Politicos, -however,
must také thé Franco-Gertdan
mdrriage as2 given, g nidtter
113 rockcd by

$0,if John Major is lookmg.

“I §6r partnets to follow him down’
" | the stow lane b a “multitrack”
| Union, it Won't be Geomany.

Far it'i§ -hart to see how Ger-
many would suddenly ditch its
Europednist f2ith and abandos
France im the quest for a mbre
perfect unlon.

But in the lonpger term it 15 :r
different story. A 60 per cén{
level of “anti-Maastrichtism" ia
Gertnany is significant. Nor
should this verdict come as a
total surprise. In the past 40
years, the West Germang wefé
such avid Europeans because
thal made for 4 perfect fit with
the position in Europe. Integts-

nation that had to ;_mm respect-
bility and community after the
azi horrors. Burope offered &
heltef and & role. And nation®
Allam, ?ven Germany's. mur-
'dt‘.:rdus
Tsin, was out.

in the meantlre, Germarly
has become a respected mem-
ber of the international comn.
nity. The cold war dependen:
cics have waned and eastern
Europe beckons both as an df-
partunity and a thyeat. The opt
porlunities for investiient and
trade are obvious. But so 1¢ thé
threat posed by impoverish.
ment and political -upheaval in.
those ex- commuinist -countries
that border on CGermany.
Hencg, one should expect d par-

w,-7w-

The best explandation for the
cooling of Gennany's Eurg:

4

the spectre of 2 European ¢

Indeed, anti-Europeai agitation
by, German neo-fiationalist par-
héé_,coﬁa;qten‘tlf zerot in on the.
wyal of Gertbany's most
ed néhoﬁal £Fmbol, as sup-

tricht coiipaét:. *!

:ming ' Asked  whether they
-expeet 4. commoh cufrency by
Germans $ay “no’.. That may

L reflect a sober and torrect as-
sessment of post-Mazstricht

realitys

ing with ultréchawin- i

tial reallocation of reéources .
and dtléntion from west to edsts.

pearilst ardour has to do With: L

rency, as foreseen by the-Maadsi:
tricht treaty. If [t Usid to b"i .
“Deutichland Gber alles" in the|:
past, it is row ‘t‘»eutschnat'k_- i
{iber alles” that . instils . pride’|*
and  sense of natonal identity | -

1y enstirified in the Mm._ -

. But 85" the * Tast Euro pbll .
:eveats that fear svems'to be |

ithe yedr 2000, 61 per cent of |}

, Germans '  have |

T L
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Bt Tor_"i'tﬁhf T Eope 15 ot
just a device for clamipihg down
Germany in order to'keep It
from turridng into a {gose can-
non.; k?hl deeply believes it the
ided of Burops, And gince hie

looks wil)-positiotied t6.wiri the,
,.| dpparently mhchtdx:d

natjotialzelection .in, ,Qctbbp
one $hdild bet bon cohtmu;ty m
- Bofn's, Exhopoan palicd.”

Nor«will, Germiny forsake:

- the ‘French connection,
Strdngely .enough, Britain’ and
Germany are often clofer oh
policy mattérs ‘than bre Ger
many snd France. Whether it is

fres trade; kecping the US tied.

to Européan seeurity, ot wideh-
- ing thé Unlon eustward, Bonn
* and London share the sanie pri-

- oritiBssANd it is Pacis that lg
the ¢ olt’
N‘oﬁ thélesa there i3 to

o-German

m&u pf‘a!i ythe- slightest,

'“r?ming Asked “hethnr they |

expect 4. commoit eutrency by

"the yeéar 2000, 61 per cent of | :

Germans say "no”. That may
Lrétlect a gober and &ortect as-
gessment of post-Maastricht
reality. Germans -
‘thAt & )6t
flow -down . tHe
fore ' thefr " pecicus

of water -wi
Rhine * bé

on the altar of Europgan-unity, -
And Britons $hould take.

‘Nieart. Almost -two-thirds of |

them bélleve <= dr, more acéu-
rately, fear — the arrivdl of a
Edrg-cutrency by 2000. Yet the
Gerdiati sample §ighdls. the
very opposite. If yol have to
bet, bet with the Gernmans &id

1-,

Jo&ei Joﬁe 15 ledder \mlér and

OTQL FAGE .

have |

Deutschniark will be sacrificed | .

-don't worry about the Eztﬂy de- |
‘ ‘nuse of the British pomfd

gdilorial bite editsr b? tha Bz oad



