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IN EUROPE’S NAME

Germany and the Divided Continent
By Timothy Garton Ash

(Random House: $27.50; 630 pp.)

Reviewed by Josef Joffe

his is an ambivalent book about an

ambivalent subject: Germany and
“Qstpolitik,” its policy toward the East
from the late '60s to the early '90s. A
country that itself is the very epitome of
ambivalence, Germany has found itself
regularly pitted against the West, but it
also fought Russia and Poland. In peace, it
embraced Enlightenment as well as Ro-
manticism, Western liberalism and Nazi
totalitarianism. Frederick the Great of
Prussia wrote French and lionized Vol-
taire, but that did not keep him from
militarizing his society and fighting the

- entire neighborhood—right, left and cen-

ter.

The Federal Republic (formerly West
Germany) was born as a child of the
West, as progeny of Western strategy in

Josef Joffe is columnist and editorial page
editor of Suddeutsche Zeitung in Munich.

the Cold War. But it was an uneasy youth.
As soon as Konrad Adenauer, the found-
ing father, had gained entry to NATO in
1955, he opened a diplomatic channel to
Moscow. Hardly had the Berlin Wall gone
up in 1961, seemingly dividing Europe
and East Germany forever, when Willy
Brandt, the future chancellor, began
drafting the New Ostpolitik. That policy

Garton Ash concludes in this brilliantly
written and researched analysis of East-
West diplomacy. The “favorable variant”
he had “imagined for Germany and Eu-
rope . . . did not seem probable.” Yet, he
concludes, “there are worse combinations
than that of skepticism and hope.”
“Skepticism and hope”—another ex-
pression for ambivalence—could almbst
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The problem is to distinguish between ‘what people said in
public, what they said or merely thought in private, and, not
least, what they think or say now that they thought or said
then.’ Let this sink in and you'll understand the perils of
contemporary history.

would eventually position Bonn halfway
between an alliance with the West and a
separate detente with the East. Today, all
of Germany is in the West, but in truth,
the West is no more, and neither is the
East. So where does that leave Germany?
“Troubled and burdened,” Timothy

serve as the motto for this book. While
Ash, the Oxford scholar, may have liked
to deliver hard and fast answers to the
age-old question “Whence and whither
Germany?,” he has ended up writing in
the manner of a New York Review of
Books essay: learned and magisterial, but
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with a journalist’s penchant for drama;
reflective to the point of rumination, but
with a fine eye for irony and imagery.

Ash's book is indeed an exciting tale
and veritable gold mine of original infor-
mation. In seven years of research, he
gained access to the personal papers of
chancellors Willy Brandt and Helmut
Schmidt, of Foreign Minister Hans-Die-
trich Genscher and Egon Bahr, Brandt's
confidant and architect of the New Ost-
politik. Thanks to the collapse of East
Germany, Ash could also tap into minutes
of the Politburo, Central Committee re-
cords and files of the Stasi, the East
German secret police.

Ash lets them all speak for themselves,
copiously and patiently. But what did all
those leaders really want? Did-they, as
Brandt put it, really “accept the results of
history” and their definitive attachment
to the West? Or did they—slowly and
craftily—actually seek to subvert the
postwar order by pushing Russians and
Americans out of the European center in
the name of disengagement and disarma-
ment?

Did West German leaders speak “in

Please see Page 10
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