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. . ‘, \ ha] Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the lesser ‘
D t G.r ab g Gulf states would also draw the ap- beachheads; they are ot primarily
On ‘\ propriate lesson: The United States || trained to oceupy and hold territory,
_ , may be an excellent address forarms {. Inserting armored infantry units,
: > ; purchases but a wobbly warrior when || Which come equipped with plenty of
A 1 ea it comes to using its own mititary tanks, would send g twofold megss.
might. In the future, then, these |! sage: that American forces are not
: states could hardly be expected to || going to pull out tomorrow and that
: relly around American interests in || they have ways of striking out beyond
n un )t the Middle East. | thelr defensive lines,
|  Finally, there is Israel, recently At a minimum, there should be no
designated as America’s trustiest |, More suicide missions like the one
By Joseph Joffe ally in the region. But even the Israe- | 185t week, in which the Navy lost tury
y P lis would be unlikely to fight for ‘s’;’rx‘;mft.irTg rfieutrglilnze L(t:t\)e thicket of
v rican interests once the Marines |; an air defenses anon, there
Mo INGTON _lit lls tgtlfim%ltxgi gunlll(;d%?.ll: lns;::d. they would prob- | ™MUst be close coordination between
ppo acq?lr!:dlt erx;inaf‘}tg ofab- | ably dig in behind the Awali River | Strike planes, airborne surveillance
;;glneti':\mggd;gs&g: true that Syria | and proceed to cut a silent deal with | - z‘é:lrpmem and flying radar-fighting
a}nd its motley Lebanese _allies hold g;emst)irg]a&s Iﬁﬁ:émng the de facto Such & measured escalation is not
the better cards, It is ‘also true that |- Syria i the crux. In the Lebanese || Without risks. But then the stakes are
‘some kind of deal wiil.have to be melee, there {5 no way around Mr. not exactly puny. Now that Damascus
struck with President Hafez al-Assad Assad: He controls a third of the real || 128 upped the ante, Washington can-
“of Syria, It does not follow, however,, estate, has long-standing security in- || N0t hope to declare “victory” and
, that the United States should pick up terests in Lebanon and has expended then set sail without risking welghty
- the first available fig leaf and run, 1. too much blgod and treasure there to || interests throughout the Middle East
. Thereis first of all a mattér of prin.- pick up and leave just because the : /f% -
, Ciple that great powers can ignore American-brokered Lebanese-Israeli |~ - - ———— —
i only at their peril: You don’t wave a agreement says ho should.
f big stick and then slink out after you But to get him to the negotiating
| ‘titave been slugged. To cut and run | opre it require getting his attention
- goes not exactly boost‘? nation sn.apu-‘ first. Right now, the Syrians deter-
; tatlon — and, alas, “reputation” is mine the rules of the game and, un-
pot just the figment of a macho less their position on the ground is
. imagination. In the affafrs of nations, made much more uncomfortable
15 an important source of bower, they are highly unlikely to stop bat-
i cruclal for keeping friends and influ- tling and start bargaining
@ enﬁiflzgoppo nonts. There a number of ways that Wash-
i r the Syrian ditack last week on i uld ch the signals short
| tWo  American, reconnaissance | Ington could change the signals sho
| h : 1 of sliding into a major war (which
pla:;es, the IietI;anesle contegl ﬁhanged Mr. Assad, a consummate pragma.
rofoundly. It is no longer Syrian sur. ‘ '
I _?vgates w¥w are shoolggg‘ ag Marines | tist, is not likely to risk anyway). In-
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| and dispatc; kamikaze trucks. 1t | Stead of offering an immovabie tar- P
| s the sym:g,‘imed with the Soviet get, the Marines could ,:shitt toward ..

Union and Iran, who have thrown| ‘‘ageressive patrolling.” Instead of

down the gauntlet, calculating that | suffering endless casualties at the
the American public has no'stomach [ hands of Syrian surrogates, the
for fighting on behalf. of ambiguous | United States would hold the Syrians
: jnterestsmfamway places. . =] responsible for any attack Orlgim}ting
They may well be right, but, if so, | behind their lines in Lebanon. ‘
1o one should delude himselt about | - The United States might also
the consequences of American disen. change the composition of its fomps.
gagement. Not only the Syrlans but |[Marines are good at establishing
everyone else in the Middle East fi - - ;
- would gather that the United States isi|| Joseph Joffe is a senior associate at
not willing to back up its interests | the Carnegie Endowment for Interna-
- with force, tional Peac?
The first victim would be the Gov. -
ernment of President Amin Getnayel :
;= not much of a Government, per- .
haps, but, unfortunately, the only :
. semi-legitimate source of authority in
Lebanon. Farther afield, the Ameri-
can withdrawal would hardly be lost
on the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini,
ho has already threatened to close
i the Strait of Hormuz, endangering an .
: awful lot-of Western oll. Nor would
! disengagement encourage King Hus.
; seln of Jordan to assume any risks on
behalf of American peace plans for
the Middle East, .
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